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SUB J : RABIN AND PERES ON NEXT STEPS WITH SYRIA 

1. RABIN AND PERES, IN SEPARATE MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
WITH DELEGATION FROM BRITISH ROYAL COLLEGE OF DEFENSE 
STUDIES, DISCUSSED THEIR VIEWS ON POSSIBLE NEXT STEPS 
WITH SYRIA. FSO AMERICAN STUDENT (CRUMP) GAVE US 
FOLLOWING ACCOUNT OF THEIR PRESENTATIONS. 

2. RABIN TOLD RCDS GROUP THAT WAY MUST BE FOUND TO 
GIVE SYRIA SOME MEANINGFUL OPTIONS. IN HIS VIEW, THE 
SYRIANS HAVE REJECTED THE MILITARY OPTION; TO 
ISSUSTRATE THIS, HE NOTED THAT SINCE SIGNING DIS 
ENGAHEMENT AGREEMENT THEY HAVE NOT ALLOWED PALESTINIAN 
TERRORISTS TO MAKE INCURSIONS INTO ISRAEL THROUGH THE 
GOLAN HEIGHTS. HE THEN SAID THAT THE SOVIETS WOULD 

TRY TO PREVENT THE START OF POLITICAL TALKS BETWEEN 
SYRIA AND ISRAEL SINCE THESE COULD TAKE PLACE ONLY UNDER 
U.S. AUSPICES, WHICH WOULD MEAN ANOTHER DEFEAT FOR 
THE SOVIETS. THE SYRIANS HAVE NOT DECIDED WHAT 
TO DO, BUT WOULD PROBABLY MAKE AN APPROACH TO THE U.S. 
SOME TIME NEAR THE END OF OCTOBER TO SEE WHAT MIGHT 
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BE THE TOPICS FOR POLITICAL TALKS. THE QUESTION THEN 
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WOULD BE WHETHER THE U.S. WOULD RISK FRESH TENSIONS 
WITH THE SOVIETS ARISING FROM NEW U.S. MIDDLE EAST 
INITIATIVE. 

3. IN SUBSEQUENT MEETING, PERES WAS ASKED ABUT PRESS 
REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON THAT ISRAEL WAS CONSIDERING 
A UNILATERAL GESTURE ON THE GOLAN SHORTLY BEFORE 
EXPIRATION OF UNDOF MANDATE. APPARENTLY SOMEWHAT 
TAKEN ABACK BY QUESTION, PERES REPLIED THAT, IN ORDER 
TO BE EFFECTIVE, CONSIDERATION OF ANY SUCH GESTURE 
HAD TO BE KEPT SECRET. HE ADDED THAT THE MATTER WAS 
UNDER CONSIDERATON BUT THERE HAD NOT YET BEEN ANY 
CABINET DECISION. IN ANY CASE, HE SAID, SUCH A GESTURE 

WOULD HAVE TO BE CAREFULLY COORDINATED IN ADVANCE(PRESUMABLY 
WITH U.S. AND SYRIA). THE PURPOSE OF A UNILATERAL ISRAELI 
GESTURE WOULD BE TO ENCOURAGE THE SYRIANS TO BE MORE 
FORTHCOMING IN NEGOTIATIONS. HE CONCLUDED THAT 
ISRAEL WOULD PROBABLY MAKE SOME MOVE, BUT THAT IT WOULD BE 
MINOR IN NATURE AND DIFFERENT FROM THE UNILATERAL GESTURE IT 
MADE IN SINAI EARLIER THIS YEAR. 

4. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, RABIN TOLD AUDIENCE IN 
TEL AVIV OCT 8 THAT ISRAEL MUST MAKE BOTH MILITARY 

AND POLITICAL PREPARATIONS FOR NOV 30 EXPIRATION OF UNDOF 
MANDATE. THE SYRIAN DECISION WILL HAVE IMPORTANT MILITARY 
IMPLICATIONS TO WHICH ISRAEL WILL HAVE TO REACT PROPERLY. 

ANY THREAT IN THE NORTH, RABIN SAID, WILL INVOLVE A PROBLEM 
OF 'TANKS, PLANES, AND TROOPS. THE ROLE OF THE SETTLEMENTS 
THERE WILL NOT BE SIGNIFICANT". 

5. COMMENT: DISPARITY BETWEEN TENOR OF RABIN'S PRIVATE 
REMARKS TO RCDS GROUP AND HIS PUBLIC COMMENTS ON SYRIAN 
MILITARY OPTION IS STRIKING. PUBLIC STATEMENT SEEMS 
DESIGNED TO ASSURE ISRAELIS THAT IDF WILL BE PREPARED FOR ALL 
CONTIN GENCIES .AND TO SIGNAL SAME MESSAGE TO SYRIANS. 

IT ALSO REFLECTS THE FACT THAT RABIN HAS A COALITION TO 
HOLD TOGETHER AND THE WIDESPREAD UNEASE IN ISRAEL AS TO 
WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN "UP THERE ON THE HEIGHTS". ON 
THE OTHER HAND, IF CORRECTLY REPORTED BOTH RABIN'S AND PERES' 
COMMENTS TO THE RCDS-A FOREIGN AUDIENCE— SEEM TO BE 
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AIMED AT GETTING ACROSS THE MESSAGE THAT ISRAEL IS LOOKING 
FOR, INDEED EXPECTS, FURTHER MOVEMENT ON THE POLITICAL FRONT. 
TOON 
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